
South & South East in Bloom - Its Your Neighbourhood 2018

Friends of Westbrook Stream and Stonebridge Pond

Section A - Community Participation (40% or 40 points)

The group is working towards things such as:
Being inclusive of local people
Local ownership and direction
Making a difference to local people
Involving local people with planning, decision-making, communication & implementation
Representative of the local community
Getting support (e.g. from local council, grant aid, sponsorship, in-kind aid etc.)
Planning for the future
Working in partnership with other organisations (i.e. police, community support officers, environmental groups 
etc.

30Total Points Assessed (Out of 40)

Section B - Environmental Responsibility (30% or 30 points)

The group is engaged in environmental activities such as:
Conservation (e.g. resources, heritage, wildlife, built environment)
Composting
Recycling
Creating, maintaining or improving green space
Sharing knowledge and skills
The group is engaged in addressing environmental issues such as:
Fly-tipping
Fly-posting
Litter
Graffiti
Dog fouling

20Total Points Assessed (Out of 30)

SECTION C - Gardening Achievement (30% or 30 points)

The group is employing good gardening practices appropriate to the area, such as:
good plant choice
Good maintenance, presentation and management
Creativity
Innovation
Overcoming site difficulties
Enhancing the area through gardening

23Total Points Assessed (Out of 30)

GRAND TOTAL POINTS ASSESSED 73

LEVEL ACHIEVED Thriving (4)
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Areas of Achievement

Areas for Development

The Friends are a voluntary group that provide an overwatch and hands on maintenance of the Westbrook stream as 
it flows through Faversham from the Stonebridge Pond.  There are a variety of challenges they face not least the 
difficult access at several parts of the half mile long stream and a wide variety of stream bank ownerships.  They have 
a monthly work group with between 10 and 20 volunteers. Working to an overall plan they have most recently been 
endeavouring to increase the stream flow by fixing faggot (wood) bundles in the banks. Vegetation clearance is an 
ongoing task aligned to the seasons plus a battle with Japanese Knotweed.  The stream is paralleled by local walking 
routes so wild flower seeding and some tree planting has taken place where space permits.   They have an annual 
meeting to discuss progress of what is a five year plan. There is use of social media plus an attractive leaflet of a 
stream-side walk.  They are linked to Faversham in Bloom and have support from the Town Council.

Some notices about the existence of the Friends and how to contact them to volunteer I am sure could be placed at 
useful points as people power is very important to them.   Providing some reports for the local authority and other 
agencies would also mean they would have a record for themselves as well as raising their profile.  It may not be 
easy to do so, but involving some community work groups or older school pupils in supervised maintenance sessions 
might also be considered.

Results

Level Description Points

Establishing (1) 0 35-

Improving (2) 36 52-

Advancing (3) 53 68-

Thriving (4) 69 85-

Outstanding (5) 86 100-
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