


1Stonebridge Lodge stands between Stonebridge
Pond and the Westbrook. Originally an armoury
for volunteers defending the Home Works during

the Napoleonic Wars, it was later a school and is now a
private house. 

2Flood Lane is so named not because it floods, but
because the waterway next to it was tidal until a
mill was built across it in the 16th century, near the

point where you can see the current head of Faversham
Creek. The quiet lane used to be right at the heart of the
town’s industry, with sailing barges loading and unloading
in the creek basin and businesses such as a forge, gas
works, abattoir, fence maker and dairy all nearby.

3The Purifier Building is now a training centre for
shipwright apprentices and community groups,
with space for community activity. Restored by the

Faversham Creek Trust, the building was part of the
town’s gas works in the Victorian era. Opened around
1830, it was one of the earliest town gas works in the UK.

4The high brick walls either side of Brent Hill
formed part of the nationally important Home
Works gunpowder factory, one of the first in

Britain and established in the 16th century. Davington
Manor and The Lawns, two handsome 18th century
houses on Brent Hill, were both part of the works.

5A sweeping view of Faversham can be had by peeping
through the hedge at the top of the hill. Spread out
below are Stonebridge Allotments, a peaceful place

now and a haven for wildlife, but entirely man-made and once
also part of the original Home Works. Worked flints are
regularly found on the allotments, some dating back as far as
the Mesolithic period (9600-4000BC).

6The tower of Davington Church, the oldest existing
building in the Faversham area, can be seen through
the trees at the top of Davington Hill. Together with an

adjoining private house, the church is all that remains
of a huge complex of buildings that formed Davington
Priory, founded in 1153.

7At the foot of Davington Hill, the row of
weatherboard cottages are early ‘prefabs’,
brought from Sheerness as part of the late 18th

century redevelopment of the site for gunpowder
working. The cottage on the corner with Dark Hill is
earlier, as evidenced by its much lower ground level.

The Westbrook is a chalk stream running through
west Faversham and Stonebridge Pond and out
into Faversham Creek. It has played a central role
in the development of Faversham and this short
walk (30-40 minutes), provides an insight into
some of its fascinating history.

1    Stonebridge Lodge
2    Flood Lane
3    The Purifier Building
4    Brent Hill
5    Stonebridge Allotments
6    Davington Church
7    Weatherboard Cottages
8    Stonebridge Pond

8a Monks Alley
9    Davington Cricket Pitch

9a Footpath to stream between
nos 59 and 61 Alexander Drive

10 Footbridge over the Westbrook
10a Watercress Beds
10b Location of St Ann’s House

11 Chart Gunpowder Mills
12 The Westbrook 

12

11

10

10a
10b

9

9a

8

7

6

5
4

3
2

1
➛ ➛

➛

➛

➛

➛

➛

➛

➛

➛

➛ ➛

➛

➛

8a

©
 C

ro
w

n 
Co

py
rig

ht
 a

nd
 d

at
ab

as
e 

rig
ht

 2
01

6.
 O

rd
na

nc
e 

Su
rv

ey
 1

00
01

92
38

WestbrookStream-leaflet.qxp_Layout 1  15/11/2016  11:59 am  Page 2



         Friends of the  
Westbrook & 

Stonebridge PondA walk along 
the Westbrook 
and Stonebridge Pond 

8Stonebridge Pond may look natural, but is
actually artificial. It was dug to serve as a
reservoir for the gunpowder works’ water mills

on the streams that lead from it. Opposite, take the
Monks Alley (8a) to Alexander Drive. 

9Davington Cricket Pitch. Evidence of Bronze
Age and Iron Age activities has been found on
this plateau. The Romans were also here. Later, 

a medieval manor house stood near the top of Dark
Hill, until it was demolished in the 1650s leaving just
the farm bailiff's house and outbuildings. These
survived until the 1960s when the current estate was
built. Now look for the footpath (9a) down to the
Westbrook, between 59 and 61 Alexander Drive.

10From the footbridge over the 
Westbrook, look downstream and you 
can imagine the watercress beds (10a),

which made use of the old millponds along this stretch
of the Westbrook from the 1930s to the 1960s, as well
as the rather grand
Georgian St Ann’s
House (10b), built 
for the Home Works  
at the junction of
Stonebridge Way,
Nobel Court and Finlay
Close and demolished
in the 1960s. 

11Chart Gunpowder Mills are the oldest of 
their kind in the world and produced 
powder for the battles of Trafalgar and

Waterloo. Opened in the 16th century, they were
rebuilt by the Government in the 1800s. Following
closure in the 1930s, the Mills fell into disrepair and
were almost lost until The Faversham Society rescued,
restored and opened them to the public in 1969. Chart
Mills is open 2-5pm, Saturday, Sunday and Bank
Holidays from April to October.

Friends of the Westbrook, Faversham
www.friendsofthewestbrook.wordpress.com

For more information on Faversham’s 
history and archaeology:

www.community-archaeology.org.uk
www.favershamsociety.org

Published on behalf of the Friends of the Westbrook 
& Stonebridge Pond by

www.msep.org.uk
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12 The Westbrook behind Tanners
Street was also part of the Home Works.
Then navigable, it was used to transport raw

ingredients and gunpowder around the site and out to
Faversham Creek. Tanners Street is the oldest part of
Faversham town and originally home to the medieval Guildhall
and market. There is also evidence of leather tanning and
shoe-making here, from the same period until about 1910.
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The Friends of the Westbrook & Stonebridge Pond
is a local voluntary group which aims to improve the Westbrook
stream and pond for the benefit of the community and wildlife

Wander around the Westbrook
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